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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Penrhyn  Stanlaws 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/  1003.  oiS.  01$  11 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artisxxxxxxxxxxxxxxslinc 
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Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren:  When  you  were  here  last  winter  I  mentioned  to  you  the 
oil  painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln  recently,  1946,  hung  in  the  Presidential 
Room  of  The  Mission  Inn  at  Riverside,  California.  At  that  time  I  had  not 
seen  the  painting  itself  but  had  seen  a  photograph  of  it,  loaned  to  me 
by  Mr.  DeWitt  V.  Hutchings,  Managing  Director  of  the  Inn  when  I  was  pre- 
paring my  lecture  "Portraits  Of  Lincoln". 

Mrs.  Persons  and  I  drove  to  Riverside  yesterday  and  spent  our  tenth  wed- 
ding anniversary  at  the  Inn.  We  had  a  delightful  hour  and  a  half  visit 
with  Mr.  Hutchings,  hearing  the  history  of  the  Inn  founded  by  Mrs.  Hutch- 
ings' grandfather  in  I876,  and  of  its  more  recent  rejuvination.  It  is  one 
of  California's  most  fascinating  institutions. 

The  above  is  mentioned  only  to  show  how  fitting  it  is  that  this  new  paint- 
ing of  Lincoln  has  its  setting  in  this  historic  inn.  The  painting  is  by 
Penrhyn  Stanlaws  .  Who's  Who  will  give  you  some  of  his  career.  He  seems  to 
have  brought  to  this  work  a  sympathetic  understanding  and  prepared  his 
mind  and  heart  by  years  of  study  of  Lincoln's  life  and  character,  as  well 
as  the  available  photographs,  masks,  casts  etc. 

Mrs.  Hatchings  now  has  postcard  prints  of  the  photograph  of  the  painting 
and  I  secured  one  for  you  which  is  enclosed  herewith.  This  print  does  not 
even  suggest  the  coloration  about  the  face  and  eyes .  Stanlaws  has  given  the 
cape  shown  over  the  left  shoulder  a  green  cast . 


It  seems  to  me  he  has  apittlies$&©dfi.  Lincoln's  later  photographs  and 
retained  some  of  the  buoyancy  of  the  I858-I86O  beardless  pictures.  The  can- 
vas is  about  16"  x  3©"and  is  kept  properly  lighted.  The  eyes,  forehead, 
mouth  and  indeed  the  whole  bearing  of  the  subject  seem  to  me  to  reflect 
his  nobility  of  character,  vision  for  the  future  and  his  leadership. 

If  you  were  not  able  to  go  to  Riverside  last  February  I  trust  you  can  do 
so  on  your  next  trip  this  way  and  see  this  picture. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Elmer  3 .  Persons 


P.S.  Enclosed  also  my  answer  to  a  reference  to  the  Lincoln  family  and 
California's  Brink  family.  EBP 
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STORY  ON  PAGE  TWO 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN:  A  NEW   PORTRAIT  BY  PENRHYN    STANLAWS 


Page    Two 


icago    Sunday   Tribune 


OMLY  The  Rafnbow/^-to 


PARIS,  LOUDON 
and  AtL  EUROPE 

gives  you  -these  4  exfrasv: 

m#  New,  specially  designed  airplanes.  Only  Pan  Amer- 
ican  provides  daily  Tourist  fare  service  from  New 
York  to  ALL  EUROPE  in  the  fastest,  most  modern 
airliners  now  flying  the  Atlantic. .  .The  same  Douglas- 
built  Super-6  Clippers  used  on  many  first-class  flights. 

y  The  priceless  knowledge  that  you  are  flown  by  the 
world's  most  experienced  flight  crews.  Pan  Amer- 
ican has  made  over  40,000  transatlantic  crossings — 
far  more  than  any  other  airline. 

•J    The  most  DIRECT  ROUTING  to  any  city  in  Europe. 

One  Pan  American  ticket  is  all  you  need  .  .  .  and  to 
many  cities — Shannon,  London,  Paris,  Frankfurt, 
Rome  and  others — no  change  of  plane! 

«/    A  smooth,  comfortable  flight  above  the  weather . . . 
™      Super-6  Clippers  are  altitude-conditioned,  fly  you  at 
the  25,000-foot  "comfort  level." 


4 


— and  for  extra  comfort,  extra  luxury, 
choose  THE  PRESIDENT 

Double-decked  "Strato"  Clippers*;  lower  deck  lounge. 
No  change  of  plane — direct  to  8  cities  in  Europe. 
Berths  available  on  all  flights  (slight  surcharge). 
Sleeperette*  service  to  Paris,  Rome  and  Beirut  at  no  extra  cost. 

Even  greater  luxuries  on  the  extra-fare  President 
Special— the  ultimate  in  transatlantic  air  travel. 


"THRIFT  SEASON"   FARES 
in  effect  now  until  Mar.  31 


Sound  trip  from 
He*  York  t«: 


RAINBOW 


PRESIDENT 


Call  your  Travel  Agent  or  DEarborn  2-4900 

Ticket  Office:  300  North  Michigan  Avmw 
100  Broadway;  910  E.  163rd  St.;  in  Brooklyn,  Airline.  Terminal. 

WORLD'S    MOST    EXPERIENCED    AIRLINE 

•Trade-Marks,  Beg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.      Tasty  meals  at  thrifty  prices  on  The  Rainbow. 


REGISTERING  SURPRISE,  Jeanne  Carmen,  21,  of  Forest  Hills,  Long  Island  (hands 

to  ears),  learns  she  has  been  chosen  as  New  York's  "  Miss  Press  Photographer  of  1953  " 

by  news  camera  men  of  the  city.    Surrounding  her  are  other  contestants. 


PENRHYN  STANLAWS,  who  executed  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  reproduced 
on  the  cover,  is  shown  here  with  his  study  of  Author  Rupert  Hughes. 


Penrhyn  Stanlaws,  now  75,  has  only 
recently  taken  up  Lincoln  as  a  subject 
for  his  brush  (his  newest  portrait  of 
him  appears  on  the  cover),  but  he  has 
given  decades  to  a  study  of  the  man's 
character  and  appearance.  He  has 
pored  over  the  120  available  photo- 
grafs,  read  innumerable  descriptions, 
talked  to  a  man  who  was  an  usher  at 
Ford's  theater  the  night  Lincoln  was 


shot,  and  meticulously  taken  measure- 
ments from  a  replica  of  the  life  mask 
which  Leonard  Wells  Volk  made  in 
Chicago  in  1860.  (A  painting  of  this 
mask,  a  miniature  portrait  of  Volk,  and 
a  story  appear  in  today's  Granc  Maga- 
zine.) Stanlaws,  who  for  30  years  was 
a  top  ranking  painter  of  magazine 
cover  pictures,  now  lives  in  Hollywood 
and    devotes    himself    to    portraiture. 
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The  Citizens  National  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 
Piqua,  Ohio 


Alfred  L. Flesh 
President 


September''* 


twenty- third 
19  5  3 


-j;;j 


Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  Wayne 

Indiana 


Gentlemen: 

Several  years  ago  I  wrote  you  in  regard  to 
a  bust  portrait  of  Lincoln  which  I  had  commissioned 
from  Penrhyn  Stanlaws,  and  which  appeared,  in  full 
color  in  the  LOOK  magazine  issue  of  February  13, 
1951.   Copy  of  this  is  enclosed. 

Stanlaws  was  so  successful  and  so  interested 
in  doing  Lincoln  that  I  subsequently  commissioned 
him  to  do  a  life-size  Lincoln  seated  which  was 
completed  in  December  1952  and  which  appeared  in 
the  Chicago  Sunday  Tribune  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's 
birthday  this  year.   The  size  of  the  canvas  for 
the  large  Lincoln  is  approximately  66"  x  84" • 

I  do  not  have  space  to  hang  both  portraits, 
and  I  must  dispose  of  one  of  them.   Having  read 
recently  that  1954  13  an  important  anniversary  for 
your  company,  I  am  wondering  whether  you  would  be 
interested  in  either  of  them  as  a  souvenir  or  cal- 
endar or  to  hang  in  your  Lincoln  museum.   I  shall 
be  glad  to  bring  both  of  them  up  to  Fort  Wayne  to 
permit  you  to  view  them  in  a  leisurely  manner  if 
you  say  the  word. 

I  should  like  to  add  that  my  interest  in  the 
sale  of  one  of  the  pictures  is  purely  non-comifierciaL.^ 
the  entire  proceeds  going  to  the  artist.   I  propose 
to  retain  one  of  them,  but  because  of  the  artist's 
success  on  the  first  picture  and  his  keen  interest 
in  doing  a  larger  portrait,  I  subsidized  him  during 
the  period  he  was  working  on  it  with  the  understand- 
ing that  when  I  decided  which  one  to  retain,  either 


he  or  I  would  offer  it  for  sale, 


■no. 


.fter  my  sub- 


sidy  had  been  repaid,  the  balance  would  be  paid  to 
him.   Both  pictures  sre  copyrighted  and  neither 
reproduction  rights  nor  the  original  portraits  have 
heretofore  been  offered  for  sale  except  to  you. 


Very  trui 


A. 


Flesh 


ALF/ds 


S\PittkP)\WS 


September  29,  1953 


Mr*  Alfred  L«  Flesh,  President 

The  Citizens  National  Bank  and  Trust  Co* 

Piqua,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Flesh* 

Your  letter  to  The  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company  has  been 
routed  to  this  Foundation  which  supervises  the  acquisition  of  Lincoln 
material* 

It  has  been  our  policy  for  many  years  in  respect  to  paintings 
to  comaiasion  modern  artists  to  portray  episodes  in  Lincoln*  s  life  which 
are  not  generally  known*  so  we  have  no  appropriation  whatever  for  such 
oil  paintings  as  Mr*  Stanlaws  has  produced* 

Thank  you  t&xj  touch  for  calling  the  matter  to  our  attention. 

Very  truly  yours* 


Director 
LAWiHB 
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Recently  completed  portrait  of  Lincoln  by  Penrhyn  Stanlaws  depicts  exact  physical  likeness  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  also  reveals  his  inner  qualities.  FriB 

no 


WHAT  DID 


LINCOLN 

REALLY  LOOK  LIKE? 


Almost  every  picture  of  him  portrayed  a  different  man: 
now  a  new  painting  distills  his  looks  and  personality 


iinpHERE  are  many  pictures  of  Lincoln,"  his  secretary  once  said;  "there 
JL  is  no  portrait  of  him." 

Neither  camera  nor  paint  brush  seemed  able  to  capture  the  essence 
of  the  man. -Photographs  in  those  days  required  the  subject  to  sit  stiffly 
still,  and  portrait  artists  of  the  time  showed  no  exceptional  talent.  Thus, 
the  likenesses  of  Lincoln  handed  down  to  us  have  nearly  all  pictured  a 
different  man,  rarely  at  his  best. 

To  fill  this  graphic  gap  in  history,  Penrhyn  Stanlaws,  a  Hollywood 
artist,  undertook  to  paint  an  oil  portrait  of  Lincoln  that  would  embody 
the  full  qualities  of  the  Great  Emancipator.  The  painting,  commissioned 
by  a  Mid-western  art  collector  who  wishes  tc    remain  anonymous,  was 

completed  a  few  months  ago.  It  is  reproduced  on  the  opposite  page  for 
the  first  time,  by  special  permission  of  the  collector. 

Stanlaws  sought  first  to  create  an  exact  likeness  of  Lincoln's  fea- 
tures, then  to  bring  out  his  inner  personality. 

The  painter  got  a  particularly  fine  copy  of  a  plaster  cast  made  of 
tne  Civil  War  President's  face  in  1860,  and  took  calibrated  measure- 
ments of  the  basic  features.  For  the  beard,  which  Lincoln  did  not  grow 
until  later,  and  the  hair  and  eyes,  Stanlaws  depended  on  photographs. 
He  also  recalled  talks  he  had  had  some,  years  ago  with  a  man  who  had 
been  an  usher  at  Ford's  Theatre  when  Lincoln  was  shot.  The  man  had 
been  struck  by  the  peculiar  waxen  quality  of  Lincoln's  skin. 

The  Stanlaws  portrait,  measuring  25  by  30  inches  and  showing  the 
head  in  life  size,  thus  represents  as  closely  as  possible  the  physical  ap- 
pearance of  Lincoln.  But  it  also  reflects  the  particular  effort  that  Stan- 
laws made  to  catch  Lincoln's  qualities  of  greatness. 

How  well  Stanlaws  succeeded  can  be  seen  in  the  comparison  of  the 
portrait  with  the  representative  photographs  of  Lincoln  on  this  page. 


During  Senate  contest  with  Douglas  in 
1858,  Lincoln  had  defiant  appearance. 


On  day  of  Cooper  Union  speech  in  1860, 
cynicism,  alertness  marked  his  looks. 


First  photo,  after  1846  election  to  House,  showed  colorless  Lincoln. 


Picture  taken  just  before  his  death  in  1865  portrayed  a  philosopher. 


In  1861,  after  election  as  President,  he 
had  a  beard,  appeared  self-conscious. 


AfterGettysburg,'63,  he 
showed  deep  anguish. 


VI 
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Dai»AIi4   P/>t»f  f/flf   of  Abraham  Lincoln  by 

IVCUClII  rVIIIUII  Penrhyn  Stanlaws  de- 
picts both  physical  likeness  and  spiritual  qualities  of  the 
man  whose  memory  the  nation  honors  on  his  birthday 
Monday.  The  Great  Emancipator  was  born  in  a  log  cabin 
in  Kentucky  on  Feb.  12,  1809.  An  assassin's  bullet  ended  his 
life  in  1865. 
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